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stWelcome to the 1  edition of parkingIRELAND magazine for 2019 and it is hard to believe that we are already at the end of the rst quarter 
of the year. At the time of writing the looming spectre of Brexit dominates all media coverage and the implications for business sectors, 
including our own, is somewhat unsure as we await the nal denouement of what has been a long drawn out and tortuous process. Whilst we 
all hope that an orderly withdrawal by the UK is what ultimately occurs, the uncertainty created has led to reduced consumer condence 
generally and is contributing to postponement or even cancellation of investment decisions so the sooner the issue is resolved the better for 
all concerned.
In this issue, we reect on what was a highly successful IPA Chairman's Lunch 2018 event and it was the most well-attended such industry 
gathering in our history. I think this clearly demonstrates the progress being made by the Association as the main representative body for 
stakeholders in the Irish parking sector and the improved prole and inuence we have achieved in recent years, and we intend to continue 
to defend the interests of our members, of motorists in general, and of the wider retail and commercial spheres in which we operate in 2019. 
The proceedings of the 2018 Lunch included an information seminar on the projected growth of Electric Vehicles (EVs) and the 
implications this will have for our industry and we must be prepared to accept and embrace changing technologies and  trends which will 
signicantly impact on our business. Likewise, the event included a presentation on the changing retail landscape in which our members' 
customers operate and we must be prepared to adapt and facilitate changes which these developments will bring about.
Elsewhere in this edition, the issue of urban congestion and the widely-reported ndings of a recent global trafc study (INRIX Report) is 
considered and, while the ndings apparently are very negative in relation to our capital city, deeper analysis is required and the solutions 
are not as simplistic or anti-motorist as the knee jerk reporting and commentary would suggest.
Including the usual national and international parking stories, news from member organisations and calendar of forthcoming industry 
events, I hope that you enjoy this edition of parkingIRELAND and that the contents provide useful and relevant information to you. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us with any materials you would like to be considered for inclusion or issues to be raised in future editions of the 
magazine. In the meantime, if there is any parking-related issue which we can be of assistance to you with, please do not hesitate to contact 
us directly. Similarly, as a voluntary trade body, we are always open to new members and people to become more actively involved with, 
and to contribute to, the work of the association and would request any interested parties to make contact with us in this regard.

 
IPA Chairman's Lunch 2019- Save The Date!

thThe Irish Parking Association Chairman's Lunch 2019 will take place on Thursday 28  November at The Gibson Hotel, Dublin 1 
( ). https://www.thegibsonhotel.ie/

Donation to Parkinson's Association of Ireland
As is the norm with our annual industry event, the IPA Chairman's Lunch 2018 included an 
envelope collection for our designated charity, the Parkinson's Association of Ireland, and 
delegates donated generously to ensure over €800 was raised at the event. As a purely voluntary 
body which is not in receipt of any exchequer funding, all funds raised are gratefully received and PAI have requested acknowledgement of 
the donation and to convey their appreciation to all who contributed.

Industry Calendar
Parkex 2019 & Traffex 2019
2-4 April
NEC Birmingham
www.parkex.co.uk; www.traffex.com

 

 Irish Parking Association Chairman's Lunch 2019
 Thursday 28th November 2019
 Gibson Hotel. Dublin 1
 www.parkingireland.ie

Parken Congress and Exhibition
5-6 June 
Wiesbaden
www.parken-messe.de

th
19  EPA Congress and Exhibition
18-20 September
Malaga, Spain
www.europeanparking.eu

IPA CHAIRMAN'S LUNCH 2019
thWhere:  Gibson Hotel Dublin 1   When:   Thursday 28  November 2019   

Book Online:  

https://www.thegibsonhotel.ie/
http://www.parkex.co.uk/
http://www.parkex.co.uk/
http://www.traffex.com/
http://www.parken-messe.de/
http://www.europeanparking.eu/
http://www.parkingireland.ie/


IPA News

2-3.       IPA News
4-6.       Industry News
7.           Feature - Inrix Report 
8.           Special Report - IPA Chairmans Lunch 2018
9-10.    International News
11.        Company News
12.         Trade Directory

Contents:

EDITORS NOTES:
Articles and photos for possible inclusion in a future edition of this 
publication are welcome. Please email to the Editor or Chairman. Any 
photos submitted should be .jpgs or .pdfs, and of a sufficiently high 
quality for printing.

DISCLAIMER:
The material in this newsletter is presented in good faith and is to the 
best of our knowledge accurate at the time. It is our policy to 
acknowledge any inaccuracies in the following edition. 

COVER PAGE PHOTO: Pavilions Shopping Centre (Courtesy: Michael Dale)

Board of Directors 2019

Chairman        Keith Gavin  
Secretary         St. John O’Gara
Treasurer         David Cullen 

A.G.K. Ltd.
Park Rite / Tazbell
Euro Car Parks Ltd.

Jonathan Spring
Mark Howard
Roger O’Shea
Jason Ballard
Neil Cunningham
Roger McClure
Richard Flood
Michael Dale
Colin Delaney
Garret Flower

UTS Parking & Transportation Ltd.
Q-Park Ireland
Electro Automation
NCPS Ltd.
APCOA Parking Ireland Ltd.
Blue Wall Technologies Ltd.
RFC Security Group
Advanced Parking Solutions
Easytrip Services Ireland Ltd.
Parkpnp

Email: info@parkingireland.ie    Why not visit our revamped website: www.parkingireland.ie

www.parkingireland.ie  3

A meeting of the BPA NI Regional Industry Group was held recently 
(24.01.2019) at the Ranfurly Arts Centre in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, and 
attracted a sizeable attendance from representatives of the restructured local 
authorities throughout Northern Ireland, out of whom 10 of the 11 new councils 
have joined the Association. Organised by BPA's Membership Development 
Manager, Ms. Alison Tooze, the meeting was chaired by newly-elected BPA NI 
Group Chairperson Mr. Sean McConnell of the Department for Infrastructure, 
and featured presentations from Cornwall Council, Disabled Motoring UK, and 
a presentation on Electric Vehicles from the Dept. for Infrastructure. The IPA 
was well-represented at the meeting with attendees including IPA Chair Keith 
Gavin and directors Neil Cunningham and Jason Ballard. It was agreed that joint 
arrangements would be explored for the potential hosting of a local authority 
parking summit by the two associations later in 2019 and that the next meeting of 
the Group would take place in Dublin to coincide with the IPA's annual 
Chairman's Lunch industry gathering.

BPA N.I. Industry Group Meeting



thAt its meeting on 4  February, Dublin City Council voted to approve draft bye-laws increasing the rates of on-street parking in the city 
centre by approximately 10% for its different charging zones. This will be the rst such increase in on-street parking tariffs in the city since 
2008 and the new charges are due to come into effect at the beginning of July.
Under the new charging regime, tariffs in the high-demand city centre 'Yellow Zone' will rise from €2.90 to €3.20 an hour, while just 
outside this area the 'Red Zone' charge will go from €2.40 to €2.70. The medium demand 'Green Zone' will remain at €1.60.  The council's 
trafc department has also proposed to extend each of the high demand zones to cover more streets.  The expansion will mean some 
motorists currently paying €1.60 an hour for parking will see the charge rise to €2.70, a hike of just under 69 per cent, with others facing an 
increase of one third, from €2.40 to €3.20 an hour.

Green Party Councillor, and Chair of the Council's Transportation SPC, 
Ciarán Cuffe said he welcomed the changes, stating that the “increase 
is a lot less than public transport fares have increased” over the last 
decade.
The new tariffs did not meet with universal approval from the 
councillors however, with Independent Cllr Mannix Flynn warning 
that  the hike in street parking rates could damage the city centre 
economy.
“One has got to be very, very careful in relation to these charges – 
already the city centre is suffering as a result of the economy, less 
and less people are spending in it,” he said.
“If the city can't actually survive, because people are going out to 
the shopping centres, then there's a major issue for us,” Cllr. Flynn said.
Dublin Lord Mayor Nial Ring said he supported the increase in charges, based on a survey of 18 private car parks in the city centre. 
Following the raised fees, council parking rates would still be cheaper than at 17 car parks, and the same price as one of them, he said.

Source:  Jack Power; IrishTimes.com- 04.02.2019

Industry News
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On-Street Parking Charges to Increase in Dublin 
City Centre 

A map showing the four parking zones in Dublin city centre and the current charges 
associated with each 

E-Parking Proving Popular in Wexford
Local authority parking generated €1.1m in revenue from a total of 1,710 spaces on-street and in Council-
owned car parks in Wexford town centre in 2018.

The recent introduction of E-parking has met with a positive reaction from the public according to Mick 
McCormack, Administrative Ofcer in the Roads Department who presented a report to the District Council.  
Wexford town has had the highest take-up since the service came on stream on January 14th this year.  In the 
rst week, the countywide usage was 147, rising to 300 in the second week, 365 in the third week and 460 in the 
fourth week.
'Usage has exceeded expectation and the feedback has been extremely positive. It has been working well with 
no signicant problems,' said Mr. McCormack. 'There are lots of benets for the council, businesses and parking customers', he said, 
encouraging councillors to promote E parking among their constituents.
The service is run by Dublin-based 'ParkbyText', with a call centre in Waterford, which runs E-parking in 23 locations around Ireland with 
140,000 users, along with 100 locations in the UK and a plan to go live in Saudia Arabia in 2019.
E-parking allows people to pay for parking by electronic means without cash. The most popular method of payment is by an App 
downloaded to a phone, allowing the customer to select a location for parking, the duration of time needed and the payment along with 
receiving information on opening hours of car parks and directions.
E-parking was introduced in Wexford to modernise the service and make it more convenient for the customer with no need for coins. It 
offers the option to extend parking time from the comfort of a business premises and to leave a car overnight and pay remotely for parking 
the next day. Mr. McCormack said there are plans to improve E-parking signage and to explain the system to members of the public in the 
coming months. Cllr. Tony Walsh said he is 'excited about the prospect of this development' but asked how a trafc warden knows that 
parking has been paid for if there is no ticket on a car.  Mr. McCormack explained that when someone pays for parking electronically, the 
trafc warden will be prevented from logging their vehicle registration into the system because it is already paid for.
Meanwhile, Gorey Municipal District took in €670,000 in car parking charges last year.  There are currently 207 car park spaces and 499 
on street spaces in Gorey. However Cllr Robbie Ireton doesn't think this is enough.
'It is still difcult to nd a car space in town,' said Cllr Ireton. 'The money made during last year could be used to create more car park 
spaces in the town.'  He added that Wexford County Council had a prime site in Gorey town, the former St Joseph's site on Wexford Street, 
but have decided to build apartments there instead.

In a presentation to Gorey Municipal District, Mick McCormack told councillors that, since it's introduction in June 2018, E-parking has 
been growing from strength to strength. During the rst week, 36 people in Gorey were using Park by Text, in week two there were 73, in 
week three there were 90, followed by week four which increased to 105.
'Usage has exceeded expectation and feedback has been extremely positive,' said Mr McCormack. 'We will be placing more permanent 
signage across Gorey to promote it.'
Councillors welcomed the new initiative saying it was a great initiative.
 
Sources:   Maria Pepper; Wexford People- 02.03.2019    Sara Gahan; Gorey Guardian- 02.03.2019
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Income for pay and display parking meters in Ballyfermot has decreased 
by over half since 2012.
Dublin City Council received €42,878 from pay and display meters at 
Ballyfermot in 2012, but this gure dropped signicantly over the last six 
years, with just €19,342 collected in 2018 from pay and display meters. 
DCC said it is important to note that a considerable amount of on-street 
payment for parking is made via parking tags – a trend they say is 'growing 
year by year'.  They said tag payments are based on zone rather than 
specic location and it is 'not possible to indicate the increased level of 
payments made by parking tags at Ballyfermot'. Currently, almost 43 per 
cent of all payments are made using parking tags, according to DCC.
Independent Councillor Vincent Jackson, a long-term campaigner for 
improved parking conditions at commercial areas of Ballyfermot Road, 
believes lack of enforcement is a major problem.
'There is no enforcement, it is organised chaos, and it doesn't help that everything is on hold for this QBC [Quality Bus Corridor].  The 
biggest perpetrators are shopkeepers and staff who work on the road. There needs to be enforcement of a two-hour maximum stay. First 
half-hour should be free, I have no difculty with that, but the problem is the same people all the time, parking in spaces outside shops all 
day long. Parking has failed abysmally since the withdrawal of trafc wardens'. said Cllr Jackson.

Source: Maurice Garvey; Ballyfermot Echo- 25.01.2019

Ballyfermot Experiences Major Decline in P&D Revenue

Criminal Damage to Paymachine Results in Jail Sentence for Waterford Man

The increasing incidence of parking equipment vandalism and theft was highlighted in a recent 
court case involving Waterford man, Wayne Kenny, who was convicted of criminal damage 
involving interference with a paymachine at a car park on the city's quays at a recent sitting of 
Waterford Circuit Court. Testifying in the case, Garda Aoife McCarthy described how the 
defendant had attempted to ee when approached at Clock Tower Car Park on Custom House 

thQuay Car Park at 1am on 27  April last year. When apprehended, the defendant consented to a 
search during which a screwdriver was found in his jacket pocket and which he later admitted 
to using to try and steal from the machine.  The court heard that there were several stabbing 
marks to the machine and that it had been deemed irreperable as a result of Mr. Kenny's 
interference, and that the cost for a replacement unit is €27,389.  Mr. Kenny had been on bail at 

ththe time of the offence and has been serving a sentence since October 9  2018 with a release 
thdate of June 8  2020.  Judge Eugene O' Kelly said he viewed the offence as being on the 

medium part of the scale and warranted an appropriate prison sentence of three years and 
four months.  After taking into account Mr. Kenny's co-operation with Gardai, his guilty plea, 
and other mitigating factors, he reduced the sentence by one year and suspended a further 18 months, to make the sentence 10 months 
which will commence when Mr. Kenny's other sentence ends.  

Source:  Munster Express- 19.02.2019

Elsewhere, the Echo.ie reported that a parking meter on Main St. Tallaght had to be removed after it was badly damaged during an 
attempted robbery recently. According to a source from South Dublin County Council, investigations into the attempted robbery are still 
ongoing.

Q-Park Clock Tower Waterford Paymachines 
(Source: File Photo)

Industry News

A meeting of Killarney's Municipal District Council in January was informed that it was to 
become the rst Kerry town to provide parking meters with credit card facilities. In addition, 
council management stated that the Áras Pádraig site in the town is being examined as a potential 
location for a multi-storey car park, a development which has been long sought as a means to solve 
parking issues in the town. Cllr. Niall Kelleher claimed that 'inadequate parking' will have serious 
effects for business in the town if these issues are not addressed and he and other councillors have 
also called for 'real-time' parking information to be available in the town. Town Manager Angela 
McAllen stated that parking is a key priority for the town and that additional parking has been 
identied in the Killarney Town Trafc Management Plan. She added that the new Rock Road Car 
Park with its 190 additional parking spaces and which is due to open in May will increase the town's parking capacity by 10%. Killarney 
Chamber of Commerce and Tourism has also called for a tiered pricing structure in the town to maximise efciency and create a greater 
turnover of spaces. Council management stated that there will be increased parking enforcement in the town this year.

Source: Sinéad Kelleher; The Kerryman- 16.01.2019.

Major Parking Developments Proposed for Killarney 
Town Centre



New Pedestrian Plaza Proposed for Liffey Street

Dublin City Council plans to develop a new 
pedestrian plaza on Lower Liffey Street 
beside the Ha'penny Bridge.  The proposed 
development comprises the entire lengths of 
Liffey Street Lower, between Bachelors 
Walk and Middle Abbey Street, and Liffey 
Street Upper, between Middle Abbey Street 
and Henry Street. The plaza will see the 
creation of a more 'pedestrian-friendly' 
environment, but will cause major problems 

for motorists as the development will block trafc on Abbey Street from reaching the quays at Bachelor's Walk.   An average of 1,000 
motorists use the route each day.
Unlike the College Green civic plaza proposal, the council does not intend to submit plans for the Liffey Street plaza to An Bord Pleanála. 
The planning board last year refused permission for the College Green scheme, which would have banned all trafc, including buses and 
taxis, from accessing Dame Street through College Green.
Sources:  Olivia Kelly, Irish Times; Dave Hanratty, Joe.ie- Monday 11.02.2019

Public Sector Parking Provision Costs the State over €5m p.a.
Figures obtained under FoI by the Sunday Business Post from the OPW, which manages the state's property portfolio, show that the State 
pays €5.29 million to lease almost 4,000 car parking spaces for government departments and state bodies, despite a stated intention to 
combat Ireland's dismal record on carbon emissions.  Among the key ndings of the report were:

· Environment minister Richard Bruton's department leases 80 parking spaces at a cost of €270,000 a year these lease details show, 
in spite of recent comments from the minister about the public sector leading by example on carbon emissions.

· The Revenue Commissioners, who would be tasked with administering the planned new carbon emissions tax, have one of the 
highest parking space rental fees, leasing at least 445 spaces at various city centre locations for almost €450,000 a year.

· Other large parking spends include that of the Department  of Justice, which leases at least 107 parking spaces in Dublin 1 and 2, 
at a cost of €242,123.

· Beyond the free parking nirvana of Leinster House, the Oireachtas has more than €100,000 worth of leased car space near Kildare 
Street, the data shows.

· There are also hugely expensive regional parking leases, including a €229,000 annual spend by the Sligo-based Pensions 
Services Ofce and the Department of Agriculture's letting of car space for €107,000 a year in Laois.

· The full cost of this practice is likely to be substantially higher than the €5.29m gure as it does not include large lease 
commitments held by the HSE and other agencies which are not managed by the OPW.

Source:  Ms. Róisin Burke; Sunday Business Post- 13.01.2019

Industry News

Vehicle Clamping at Kent Station Increases by 75% in 2 Years

The number of cars clamped at one of the country's busiest train stations has 
risen by over 75% in two years, gures released by Irish Rail have revealed.

The gures released by Irish Rail show:
· There were 1,935 incidents where a car was clamped in Kent station 

between 2016 and 2018 - from a low of 441 in 2016 to 780 ;ast year.
· There were 180 similar clampings at Mallow train station over the 

same period. A total of 45 were clamped in 2016, a gure that more 
than doubled in 2017 to 96 before dropping to 39.

· Eight cars were clamped in Charleville train station in 2017, but 
none in 2016 or last year.

The gures were revealed following a Freedom of Information request from 
Peter Horgan, Labour's candidate for the Cork City Council South East Ward, who said 'I think that clamping on public land is a bad 
agenda in parking enforcement. We shouldn't be clamping cars at the train station especially within the city limits. There are better ways 
to conduct enforcement through nes.  It also raises safety issues if someone was to arrive back to Kent late at night and see a clamp on 
their car, rightly or wrongly. They may not be in a position there and then to remove the clamp'.
In response, an Irish Rail spokesperson said: 
'The increase in clamping is broadly proportionate to car park usage, meaning that the primary factor is increased numbers parking at 
the station. There needs to be an effective deterrent to non-payment of parking charges or illegal parking, and clamping is the most 
effective deterrent there is. For the overwhelming majority who park and pay correctly, there is no issue. Our car parking contractor 
responds to remove clamps at all times, including last train services at night. There will also be staff / security personnel at the station at 
night'.

Source:  Joe Leogue; Irish Examiner- 15.01.2019
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A major international study of over 200 cities across 38 countries has 
identied Dublin as one of the worst cities in the world to be a driver, 
with commuters spending almost 250 hours stuck in cars travelling at 
less than 10km per hour last year.  The Inrix 2018 Global Trafc 
Scorecard suggests Dublin commuters spent a total of 246 hours, or 
more than 10 full days, in their cars in 2018.  Only drivers in Bogota 
and Rome spent more time stuck in trafc, at 272 and 254 hours 
respectively.  The analysis also found that Dublin had the 'slowest 
downtown peak speeds in the world' with the average speed travelled 
by drivers in the city reported at just 5.9mph (9.5km/h).
Commenting on the results, Conor Faughnan of the AA said:
'This is not the sort of list you want to see your name on and being 
close to the top when it comes to being stuck in trafc is not a proud 
boast...It is absurd for a relatively small city to feature so prominently 
and it shows that we have to see more investment in public transport, a 
better use of land, and the provision of more cycling facilities. Until 
that happens it is always going to remain a congested city'. 
It was not all bad news for motorists however as, when all the impacts 

ndof trafc congestion including costs of motoring, distances travelled and trafc jams, Dublin ranks a more respectable 52  overall:

Sources:  INRIX 2018 Global Trafc Scorecard- Inrix.com

   Conor Pope, Mark Hilliard- The Irish Times, 13.02.2019 
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Feature - Inrix Report
Major Trafc Congestion Study Ranks Dublin as 

rd'3  Worst' in the World!

The results of the latest INRIX international trafc congestion study report were quickly seized upon and widely reported in the Irish 
media as further evidence that Dublin city centre is 'slowly grinding to a halt' and that motorists were the main cause of the problem. 
This easy and popular analysis by many of the usual commentators was used to further demonise the private car user and call for 
additional restrictions to be imposed on this transport mode while promoting alternative transport means, with increased investment 
in public transport, cycle lanes etc. identied as the obvious solution to the 'crisis' highlighted by the report.  
It is hardly surprising that we have arrived at this situation when the stated goal of city management is to create trafc gridlock as a 
means of 'congestion charging by stealth'!  The Irish Parking Association readily acknowledges that improved public transport 
facilities, and promotion of other transport modes, is urgently required to address the issues with trafc congestion in Dublin city 
centre. However, we believe that such a policy cannot be pursued to the total exclusion of the role of the private car as an invaluable 
transport mode in ensuring the economic viability of the city.  We have consistently highlighted specic issues which are major 
contributors to the problem of urban congestion and have  proposed practical and effective measures which would help to 
signicantly alleviate the situation. These include the identication of workplace commuter trafc, as opposed to trafc related to 
retail, business and other activities in the city, as a primary source of peak time congestion and the consideration of initiatives which 
could serve to address this aspect of the problem. Elsewhere in this edition we report on details of generous public sector parking 
provision in the city centre which represents a sizeable portion of the morning and evening rush hour trafc and which has never been 
seriously addressed. Implementation of a workplace parking levy or other measures targeted at this source of demand would go a long 
way to reducing peak time congestion but when plans for such a scheme were mooted in the early part of this millenium they were 
quickly shelved by the public sector ofcials charged with exploring its application. Such initiatives are neither impossible nor 
unworkable, as evidenced by their successful introduction in other jurisdictions. 
We have also identied other potential measures which could serve to have a favourable impact on urban congestion if seriously 
examined and considered by policymakers, including the development of a comprehensive managed deliveries regime for 
commercial city centre trafc and the removal of on-street parking spaces to free up valuable scarce roadspace and which could easily 
be catered for using off-street facilities. While this has previously been resisted as a means of improving vehicular trafc ow, it does 
not seem to be a problem when the need is to create dedicated cycle lanes, as seen with current plans for Fitzwilliam Square, but this is 
likely due to such schemes according with the ideological objectives of their promoters.
While it would be easy to criticise the views of representative bodies such as ours and others concerned with defending the private car 
user as being borne out of self-interest, it is imperative that all inputs and contributions which seek to address the problem of trafc 
congestion be considered in developing the optimal solutions, whatever the popular and prevailing opinion. We are all affected by the 
issue and its economic cost to the country is enormous so it is in all our interests that the problem is addressed by taking the views and 
concerns of all stakeholders into account and the IPA will therefore continue to make its case in this regard and seek to co-operate with 
and assist those who are responsible for implementing policy on this vitally important matter.

Editorial Comment- Trafc Congestion:
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Special Report - 

IPA Chairman’s Lunch 2018

th rdThe 2018 IPA Chairman's Lunch was held in the Gibson Hotel on Thursday 29  November. This was our 23  annual 
industry event and, with more than 160 delegates attending, proved to be our most successful one to date.
Special Guest Speaker on the day was David Fitzsimons of Retail Excellence Ireland who provided a very interesting 
presentation which managed to be both entertaining and informative. David outlined the changing landscape of 
retailing and provided valuable examples of operators who were leading this change, stating that those who were best 
placed to succeed in the new environment were retailers whose offering was Experiential; Open, Captivating, Clear, 
Personal and provided value for their customers. He concluded that, despite widespread downbeat comment regarding 
viability of traditional 'bricks-and-mortar' retailing and much-hyped growth of online alternative, the future of retail 
remains positive.
Delegates were also addressed by Vice-chairman of the British Parking Association, Mr. John McArdle,  who stressed 
the need for ongoing co-operation between our respective national associations whatever the post-Brexit scenario 
proves to be. IPA Chairman Keith Gavin outlined the signicant progress the association had achieved since its humble 
beginnings and thanked his fellow Directors over the years for their assistance in this regard. He then  thanked delegates 
for their attendance and invited them to enjoy the post-Lunch entertainment which had been organised by Dave Cullen, 
including an excellent routine from comedian John Colleary and, later still, music by Podge Kilbride and Neville Lloyd 
which was provided as an enjoyable backdrop to some serious social networking by delegates, many of whom stayed on 
late into the evening!

Delegates at IPA Chairman's Lunch 2018         l-r Gavin Manger (JustPark)

               Tom Harrington; Jason Ballard (NCPS)

John McArdle 

BPA Vice-chair 

David Fitzsimons- Retail Excellence Ireland Keith Gavin- IPA Chairman

 IPA Secretary St. John O' Gara 

& Chairman Keith G        avin in 

deep conversation.

Blue Wall Technologies team members 

& guests   

L-r: Frank Moore, Brian Clonan, Shauna Wall, 

Peter Keegan 

Garret Flower Parkpnp & Roger O' Shea- Electro

rd23  IPA Annual Industry Event - In Review

Until next year...!(Pics. Courtesy: Derek Tebay)
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Information Seminar- EVs & Parking

The morning session of the IPA Chairman's Lunch 2018 event featured an information seminar on 

the increasingly important issue of Electric Vehicles (EVs) and the implications of their forecast 

growing use on the Irish parking sector. Moderated by IPA Director Colin Delaney, the seminar was 

literally 'standing room only' and the audience was extremely engaged by the issue as proven by the 

longer than schedule Q&A session at the end which could easily have been extended if time had 

permitted and it is certainly a topic we will need to revisit again in the not-too-distant future.

Speakers at the EVs & Parking Seminar were:

Ms. Laura Behan- Climate Change Unit, Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport

Mr. Conor O' Brien- Public Policy & Regulation Manager, ESB eCars

Mr. Jim Gannon- CEO, Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI)

Mr. Aidan McLean- CEO, UFODrive

The presentations provided up-to-date and informative statistics and growth forecasts for EVs in 

Ireland:

Full copies of each presentation are available on the IPA website at the following link:
http://www.parkingireland.ie/news/chairmans-lunch-2018/

http://www.parkingireland.ie/news/chairmans-lunch-2018/
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Belfast Road Is Most Clamped Street In 
Northern Ireland 

Robot Parking To Be Trialled At Gatwick Airport 

A road is in Belfast is the most clamped street or road in Northern Ireland, new gures 
have revealed.
Department for Infrastructure statistics show 16 vehicles were clamped on the Lisburn 
Road between the start of 2016 and the end of June 2017. It was almost double the 
number of clampings carried out on Chichester Street, Northern Ireland's second most 
clamped street.
Between January 2016 and June 2017 Northern Ireland's motorists paid out £34,581 to 
have clamps removed from their cars.  Northern Ireland's 10 most clamped roads and 
streets were all in the Belfast City Council area.
In 2016 there were 254 cars clamped in Northern Ireland, 305 cars were clamped in 2017, 
and 91 cars were clamped in the rst six months of  2018. In Northern Ireland there are 
two reasons to clamp a car:

· Action can be taken for an unpaid penalty charge notice
· Vehicles parked in urban clearways and bus lanes.

A spokesman for the Department for Infrastructure said clamping had been an effective measure to prevent trafc offences. Clamping was 
introduced for cars parked in urban clearways and bus lanes on March 5th. Between that date and the end of June 35 cars were clamped and 
removed for that reason. The rule was introduced to stop motorists blocking the main arteries into Belfast by parking illegally.
Enforcement is carried out for the Department for Infrastructure by contractor NSL Services Group. Drivers are required to pay a charge of 
£40 to have a clamp removed if the car has been removed to a nearby street, or £105 if the car has been taken to the vehicle pound (with a 
£12 per day storage rate applied). Speaking at the time of the launch of the measure, Ciaran de Burca, Department for Infrastructure 
director of transport projects, said: "Vehicles parked in urban clearway routes and bus lanes during operational hours cause signicant 
delays and congestion for commuters and other road users, particularly during the morning and evening peak trafc hours. For drivers 
who choose to ignore urban clearway and bus lane regulations, this specially designed enforcement vehicle will carry out the removal and 
clamping of illegally parked vehicles, leaving main routes unobstructed during these key times and allowing other road users to continue 
on their journeys without the unnecessary delay caused."
Source:  Michael Sheils McNamee- Belfast Telegraph

Travellers from Gatwick airport could soon have their car parked by a robot.
The airport, the UK's second busiest after Heathrow, is working on a pilot project for robotic valet parking 
with the aim of boosting the number of parking spaces available.
Gatwick has been working with a parking robotics company, Stanley Robotics, to explore the introduction 
of the technology at the airport. The technology company currently operates its car parking robots at Lyon 
airport. 
How It Works
Customers drive into the airport car park and leave their car in a “cabin” before departing for their ight. The 
robot then collects the car by sliding a carrier underneath and moving it to the secured parking area. The 
robot will also log the passenger's itinerary, so the car is ready and waiting when they arrive back at Gatwick.  
The idea is that robotic valet parking optimises the existing car parking spaces, as well as introducing more 
capacity compared to traditional “self-park” spaces. The trial, which would take place within Zone B of the 
airport's south terminal long stay car park, will take 170 slots from the existing 2,350 spaces, then replace 
them with 270 robotic valet parking spaces, effectively creating an extra 100 spaces.  Gatwick says that with 
the introduction of robotic valet parking,capacity could increase from 6,000 to 8,500. Unlike self-park 
spaces, robotically parked cars can be parked more precisely and do not need to leave space for a driver to 
get out of the car – meaning more cars can be packed into the same area.  If successful, robotic valet parking could be rolled out across all 
of the airport's car parks. The trial is slated to start in April and nish by August, according to a planning consultation document led with 
Crawley Borough Council.
Source:  Cathy Adams- Independent.co.uk- 29.01.2019

Hollywood Actor in Hot Water following 
Alleged Brawl Over Parking Space!
Alec Baldwin pleaded guilty at the end of January to second-degree harassment over a brawl he got into 
with another motorist late last year.  The 30 Rock actor entered his plea after two other charges of attempted 
assault and harassment were dropped.  Baldwin must take part in an anger management course and pay a 
$120 surcharge.  The Hollywood actor, 60, was taken into custody in New York after a dispute with another 
driver in the West Village area of Manhattan in November. Police said Baldwin claimed he had a family 
member holding the spot when a man driving a station wagon pulled up and took it. The victim, a 49-year-
old man named as Wojciech Cieszkowski, was taken to hospital following the bust-up. Baldwin, who has 
an estimated fortune of £48million, lives in the area where the clash took place.
Source:  Rachel Yang- Variety.com- 23.01.2019
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Swift Action by the Electro Automation Group!

In one of the most exciting changes in recent years The Electro Automation 
Group has announced the appointment of Jonny Swift as the new head of their 
parking systems sales in Ireland. Jonny is very experienced in this market and 
was previously with Skidata for over 9 years. Jonny adds a new face and a vibrant 
and progressive attitude to the Electro Automation Group which continues to be 
Ireland’s most successful automation company since 1984.
Commenting on his appointment, Jonny stated: “I’m really looking forward to 
the future in Irish parking. With so many changes happening at a fast pace I am 
delighted that I have been given full responsibility within Ireland’s market 
leading parking equipment company. My goal is to make real changes in the Irish 
parking sector, ensuring that my customers get the best supported systems at the 
lowest capital cost, systems that last longer than any other, that have purpose 
designed parking system architecture allowing real future-proong and embracing change as a design pre-
requisite. Perhaps best of all I now have the opportunity to offer automatic annual software upgrades in a feature rich parking management 
environment. It really is a win/win/win scenario.” Jonny can be contacted on 086 023 5714 or by email at jswift@electroautomation.com

Dundrum Town Centre has recently opened a new 'Changing Places' facility which is 
signicantly different to a standard accessible bathroom. It features additional equipment 
to enhance health, safety, comfort and dignity while maximising independence for the 
user. The new Changing Places facility provides over 12m² of oor space, and includes a 
full room coverage ceiling track hoist, a centrally located toilet bowl with space either 
side for transfers or assistants, and a height-adjustable adult-sized changing bench. The 
Changing Places campaign was established in 2014 and is a welcome addition to many 
Irish people with disabilities and their families. The aim of the campaign is to promote the 
inclusion of changing places facilities in public places nationwide. Thousands of people 
need Changing Places facilities to enable them to get out and about and enjoy the day-to-
day activities that many of us take for granted. Speasking about the development Ms. 
Debra Smith, Environment and Community Co-ordinator for Dundrum Town Centre, 
stated: 'We are very proud to be the rst shopping centre in Ireland to provide this facility 
and we are sure that it will positively impact our customer’s experiences here. Our aim is 
to create an inclusive environment for all of our customers and to cater for their needs as much as possible'. Further info. at: , www.dundrum.ie
www.changingplaces.ie

Dundrum Town Centre Creates new 'Changing Places' Facility

Parkpnp Usage on Increase at Port of Waterford Car Parks
With motorists increasingly demanding diversied payments options, in late 2017 Port of Waterford decided to 
team up with Parkpnp to introduce online & app payment options. Throughout 2018, there was strong adoption 
with digital bookings accounting for 7% of total volume over the course of the year. January 2019 showed further 
growth with average daily bookings passing the 100 mark, accounting for 10% of total transactions. The strong 
traction has been driven by an emphasis on digital media, a partnership with 2016 Hurler of the Year Austin 
Gleeson and a strong focus on POS. 
Brian Moore, Administration Manager, Port of Waterford Car Parks stated “parkpnp's platform has the usual 
benets of cashless parking transactions, as well as offering user-denable tariffs which allows targeted offerings 
to various market segments. Feedback from customers has been positive, and we anticipate further growth in 
2019.”

Skidata Ireland Complete New Project Installations
SKIDATA Ireland successfully implemented the SKIDATA Car Park Management system in 
January 2019 at City Quays Multi-Storey car park, part of a £250 million development in Belfast 
City Centre.  This new 900 space car park will augment customer experience through a wide 
range of leading parking technologies such as the latest EMV credit card payment solutions, pre-
booking, licence plate recognition, centralised monitoring and control as well as EV charging 
fully integrated into the SKIDATA system.  December 2018 heralded the large installation of the 
SKIDATA car park management system at Swords Pavilions Shopping Centre, visited by more 
than 12 million shoppers per annum. With 2000 car park spaces, controlled by 11 entry and 9 exit 
lanes, IP video intercom for reliable customer remote assistance and 8 Smart Automatic Pay 
stations equipped with the latest cashless payment security, Swords Pavilions offers innovative 
commercialisation opportunities through static and video advertising throughout the SKIDATA 
system.
Watch the Youtube video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1npo_KLB_E
Or Scan the QR Code 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1npo_KLB_E
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