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Welcome to our rst edition of parkingIRELAND magazine for 2018 which contains details of the latest developments in our industry 
and information on a range of issues currently affecting our sector.  The country is currently in the midst of extreme weather conditions 
caused by Storm Emma, with large parts under a signicant covering of snow giving rise to severe disruption for all sectors, particularly in 
the area of transport. All public transport services have been severely curtailed, most roads are impassable, airports are closed with 
widescale ight cancellations, and economic activity has ground to a halt. As the thaw comes, the effects will be signicant for all members 
with issues ranging from lost revenues, equipment damage, human resources considerations relating to payment obligations and leave 
entitlements etc., all of which add to the challenges of operating in the Irish business environment. However, and despite the inconvenience 
caused and associated economic costs, the health and safety of the public must remain a priority and the efforts of the relevant authorities 
and those involved in the provision of essential services in this regard must be acknowledged and recognised.

The rst couple of months of 2018 marked the full-scale introduction of the new Luas Cross City (LCC) service in Dublin city centre and 
the experience thus far has been somewhat mixed to say the least. The predicted trafc chaos around College Green and the quays while 
perhaps inevitable is a major source of concern. While an increasing number of bus routes are being diverted to accommodate the light rail 
service, it appears that the required planning and preparation for the new service was not sufcient to avoid serious disruption to other 
transport modes and the private motorist is being particularly impacted. Our city centre parking operators have reported a signicant 
reduction in vehicle throughput volumes and the IPA, in its role as a member of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee (SPC), has 
recently collated data from its members on this issue which has corroborated the anecdotal evidence around this trend. While efforts to 
promote sustainable transport modes are laudable and represent a reasonable objective for policymakers, they do not reect the reality of 
the situation and lack of modal choice for many visitors to the city centre given the continuing parlous state and lack of integration of our 
public transport infrastructure and the reduced car volumes in city centre parking facilities represents considerable nancial loss to city 
centre retailers.  This month also sees the An Bord Pleanála hearings on the College Green Plaza proposal and the IPA and its affected 
members will be making their contribution to this process. While this plan will inevitably lead to yet further disruption, now that the Luas 
tracks are laid in this area, it is difcult to see any practical alternative to the proposed restrictions on other transport modes at this key city 
centre location. While the current congestion in this area was clearly agged in advance, and the more expensive yet far more logical 
alternative of going underground through the city was not given adequate consideration, we are now in a situation which politicians 
regularly refer to as “we are where we are” and must now decide how best to proceed from this point. We would therefore concede, albeit 
reluctantly, that the Plaza and its associated additional trafc restrictions should be implemented but would argue strongly that it should not 
be done in such a manner as to completely restrict trafc on the city's east-west and north-south alignments and should be accompanied by 
complementary measures which would ameliorate such restrictions.

This current issue of parkingIRELAND brings you the latest news update and company announcements from the Irish parking industry, 
as well as news from abroad and a look back at our 2017 IPA Chairman's Lunch event which was a great success, featuring high prole 
guest speakers and attracted over 120 delegates. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any materials you would like to be considered for 
inclusion or issues to be raised in future editions of the magazine. In the meantime, if there is any parking-related issue which we can be of 
assistance to you with, please do not hesitate to contact us directly. 

Membership Renewal 2018
We would like to remind members who have yet to do so (either directly or via attendance at the IPA Chairman's Lunch 2017) that 2018 
membership renewals are now due and would encourage all existing and any prospective members who have yet to do so to conrm and 
complete applications via the IPA website at the following link: http://www.parkingireland.ie/membership/ 

Our Code of Conduct has been recently updated (to include compliance with recent legislation and Regulations, e.g. Vehicle Clamping Act 
2015, Vehicle Clamping & Signage Regulations 2017, employment laws etc.), and is available on the IPA website. All current members and 
those seeking to join the IPA must agree to abide by this Code of Conduct when applying for or renewing their membership.

The IPA Trade Directory is currently being updated and will only include those organisations who are conrmed, fully paid-up members of 
the association for 2018. Non-members and lapsed members are reminded that they are not entitled to promote themselves as members of 
the IPA and are not permitted to use this designation, logo graphics etc. on any of their marketing materials, company websites, vehicle 
livery etc., and will be contacted and instructed to desist from so doing if found to be in breach of this condition.

Donation to Parkinson’s Association of Ireland
As has become customary, a table collection was held for the IPA's nominated charity, the Parkinson's Association of Ireland (PAI), and the 
proceeds amounting to €500 were donated to support the valuable efforts of this important organisation. The IPA and PAI would both like to 
express their thanks to all who contributed to this collection as all nancial support is gratefully received given that the charity does not 
receive any government funding. 
Further information is available at: https://www.parkinsons.ie/
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New Appointment To IPA Board

The Board of the Irish Parking Association is pleased to welcome Mr. Garret Flower, CEO of Parkpnp as a Director. Garret Flower co-
founded Parkpnp which launched commercially in 2017 and is now already parking 15,000+ cars a month as its footprint continues to 
grow. Parkpnp offers a cash-free payment solution to operators with no upfront charge along with it's very own enforcement app which 
operators can link in to their existing operation. Parkpnp also offers a hardware solution which embraces the power of the cloud and 
couples it with an easy to use management system and is currently in use by leading Irish operators Euro Car Parks and Park Rite. The 
company has signed a licence agreement in the Netherlands, and recently acquired a small start-up in Belgium as it looks to roll out 
across Europe. 

The IPA recently participated in a meeting (22.02.2018) with the Department of Transport Low Emission Vehicles (LEV) Taskforce Working Group. The 
IPA was represented by Chairman Keith Gavin and operator members Conor Keoghan (Thomas St. Car Park), Mark Keoghan (Brown Thomas Car Park), 
John Sisson (Dublin Airport) and David Hanevy (Dundrum Town Centre). The Working Group, led by Ms. Laura Behan from the Department's Climate 
Change unit, and comprising members from Dept. Communications Climate Action & the Environment; Dept. Housing Planning Community & Local 
Government; Dept of Public Expenditure & Reform; Dept of Finance; CCMA; Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland; Transport Infrastructure Ireland, 
National Transport Authority; and ESB, and their objective is to present a range of 2020-2025 vehicle growth scenarios, recommend a revised national 
LEV target for 2020, accompanied by a roadmap and to link these growth rates to a range of stimulus options and public leadership measures. The working 
group, via the IPA, conducted an initial survey of parking operators, both private and local authorities, prior to Christmas and the recent meeting, which 
also had participation from local authority members from Limerick and Galway county councils, sought parking operators' views and input regarding 
installation of charging infrastructure in their facilities and potential incentives to encourage more widespread deployment, as well as issues relating to 
payment methods and costs. It is expected that the working group will issue its initial report on the matter shortly.

Dept. Of Transport LEV Taskforce



Almost €700,000 has been made available for the improvement of the parking facilities at the train station in Sallins. The news was 
conrmed by Fianna Fáil TD James Lawless, who outlined that Minister for Transport, Shane Ross, has made €680,000 available to Irish 
Rail to solve the ongoing issues surrounding parking at Sallins Train Station.

The station is currently unable to cater for the demand of customers, and Deputy Lawless has stated that it is causing major problems in the 
car park. "The car parks are creaking at the 
seams," he said.
"The Sallins and Naas station is now averaging 
165% to 175% occupancy. If arriving any later 
than 7.30am you will not get a parking space and 
many constituents have arrived back from work 
to nd their car boxed in by other vehicles given 
the chaotic nature of the parking at the station.
“Debating with the Taoiseach I recently 
explained that Irish Rail has advised me that it 
would gladly extend the car parks and examine 
all the options if the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport would only open the purse 
strings. Finally the Government has acted," said 
Deputy Lawless.

Source: Kildarenow.com 22nd of February 
2018
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Almost €700K Promised To Irish Rail To Tackle Sallins 
Station Parking Problems

Local Residents Fear Parking Problems Following Introduction Of Luas Cross City 
- Pay-and-display may be remedy to parking congestion, says Dublin City Council
The introduction of the new Luas Cross City (LCC) service has led to major concerns about increased demand for parking in residential 
neighbourhoods.

As welcome as the tramline is, local concerns are mounting that unsustainable numbers will begin arriving at dawn to park near its newest 
stations. “This was all agged years ago and that's when they should have been looking at parking spaces and disused land – lack of 
foresight,” shrugs Dolores Ferris of the Cabra Community Council.
“There is no [additional] parking, full stop. The other option is that cars will be parking outside people's houses. Because we are in an 
older area, every house has a driveway and you will get people parking outside.”

There is a general feeling these concerns have been ignored. Everyone stresses how valuable the Luas line is but the “lack of foresight” 
argument as regards parking has taken hold.
While most of Phibsboro has pay-parking, Cabra is generally free. The area is made up of old council estates, built between the 1930s and 
1950s, laced with narrow roads that can only tolerate parking on one side.

Trafc Levels
Ferris was born in one of these homes 67 years ago. She has witnessed “huge” changes to trafc levels in that time but is readying herself for 
a seismic shift.
“There is no negative that I can see apart from the parking,” she says. “If I win the lottery tomorrow I will be looking to buy land to put in a 
car park.”

It is this lack of “park and ride” that concerns Independent councillor Cieran Perry, another who says anxieties have not been adequately 
considered. Transport ofcials, he says, do not appear moved by local urgings that the new stops will lead to a spike in parking demand. “If 
they want people to use the service they should be making it easy for people [by providing] a park and ride,” he says, highlighting existing 
issues around Broombridge train station.

Dublin Bus has been asked to consider running a shuttle service to bring people in to the local Luas stops, but any such potential solution is 
far out of sight.
Perry expects the level of local complaints to increase as soon as the rst unfamiliar cars turn up outside people's homes. “I guarantee if it 
happens as predicted [public representatives] will be inundated.” One measure that can be taken is for residents to petition Dublin City 
Council to introduce pay-and-display areas, a drastic step for many, but one that would rein in a parking free-for-all. While Perry says many 
would see this as anathema, it is already happening in some areas.

Four Applications
The city council received four applications to introduce pay-and-display in the Cabra and Phibsboro areas within the last year.
It says this “one solution” is available to remedy Luas-related parking congestion. “We will certainly prioritise these requests and respond 
with pay-and-display as quickly as possible, but it is prudent not to prejudge where there might be issues and we should only act where the 
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need is clearly demonstrated and wanted by the residents,” it said in a statement. “We are very cognisant that any difculties incurred be 
monitored and address in full communication with residents as we enter the Luas Cross City go-live period.” Annual residents' parking 
permits cost €50 for one year and €80 for two, but pay-and-display implementation requires a “demonstrable and clear desire” for it, 
according to the city council. At least a quarter of residents on a given road must be in favour for the process to begin, and then a ballot on its 
introduction is taken.

Rigorous
The process is rigorous, but it can be effective. When the original lines opened more than a decade ago, Dún Laoghaire Rathdown Council 
introduced pay-and-display schemes in non-residential areas to combat overzealous parking behaviour by those rushing to use the new 
trams. This happened around Brides Glen and Cherrywood, says Fianna Fail councillor Cormac Devlin where there were no provisions 
made for park-and-ride. Pay-and-display helped, but it also reduced the number of parking spaces. Previously people had left their cars 
atop grass verges; wherever they could squeeze and run for a tram. “It was nuts,” says Devlin, “but it seems to have calmed down now.”

Source: Irish Times Mon, Dec 4, 2017

Semple Stadium Residents Meet To Discuss Parking Problems

A large crowd gathered for a public meeting last month 
about ongoing parking issues around Semple Stadium on 
match days.

In particular the issues lie around National League and club 
games – when there isn't a large Garda presence around the 
area. Supporters are said to be parking in driveways, and 
blocking access to homes. It was agreed at the meeting that a 
member from each of the Parks would go to meet with Gardaí 
and GAA to see if an agreement can be reached. Cllr Jim Ryan 
also attended, and he says the group aren't anti-GAA, they just 
want a compromise to ensure people park safely.

Source: Tippfm.com 9th February 2018

Parking space In Dublin City Centre Being Sold For €32,000

There is a parking space for sale in the heart of Dublin and it probably costs more than your car. The underground parking space in Custom 
House Square at the IFSC is listed on Daft.ie for €32,000. If you are working in the area you may be able to afford the space but for the rest 
of us this probably isn't feasible.

The description on the listing reads: "This is a unique opportunity to acquire a secure underground parking space in the heart of Dublin's 
nancial district.

"Located within Custom House Square in the heart of the IFSC in a gated underground area. This space would be ideal for residents who 
did not have the option to purchase a space at the time or someone looking for the convenience of a space close to good public transport.”

Source: https://www.dublinlive.ie/news/dublin-news/parking-space-dublin-city-centre-14266215

 Penalty For Parking In Disabled Bay Without A Permit Is Doubled
The xed charge for motorists who park in spaces for disabled drivers without displaying a valid permit has almost doubled.
Announcing the move on Monday, Minister for Transport Shane Ross said: “In response to the selsh and thoughtless behaviour of 
certain motorists who think it is alright to park in a disabled bay without a permit, thereby depriving disabled drivers of safe, 
convenient access to parking spaces reserved for them, I have decided that the xed charge should be increased from €80 to €150.
“I hope that this increased charge will encourage able-bodied motorists to refrain from taking parking spaces reserved for those who 
need them.”
The new charge came into effect on March 1st. 
If the charge is not paid within 28 days, the penalty rises to €225, to be paid within the 
following 28 days.

Source: Irish Times.com 05.03.2018

www.parkingireland.ie  5

File photograph: Aidan Crawley



www.parkingireland.ie6

Industry News
Parking Off Patrick Street Creating Problems For Cork 
City Residents

Residents of Opera Lane Apartments are experiencing difculty accessing and leaving their building parking garage due to on-street 
parking at Bowling Green. A local resident contacted the Evening Echo expressing anger at the repeated incidents of illegal parking which 
is restricting access to the Opera Lane building parking facility and affecting driver's line of sight of oncoming trafc when leaving the 
building.

Bowling Green is a narrow one-way street off Patrick St that leads on to Drawbridge St and Perry St. Bowling Green features double 
yellow lines on both sides of the street. “I live in Opera Lane and Bowling Green is how we access our garage for the complex. [In one 
instance] there were eight cars parked. [It's] hard to access the garage and those exiting would not be able to see approaching trafc 
behind an SUV,” the resident said. “This has gone on for a year but worse since spring. One day a car was doubled parked so the lane was 
blocked completely,” they added. Independent city councillor Mick Finn said the illegal parking is not due to a lack of resources for issuing 
nes.

"The City Council increased its number of trafc wardens so there should be plenty of resources to enforce illegal parking. The yellow 
lines should be enforced and this issue should be eradicated immediately. "[There's] not much point in having a city centre movement 
strategy if this illegal parking is going on. However, I have asked for a parking policy review for city centre including the provision of 30 
minutes or very short-stay parking to assist people popping into the city."

Fianna Fáil representative Sean Martin said trafc wardens would have to crackdown on illegal parking at the spot. “Cork City Council 
wardens need to look at it. If there are double lines there, people shouldn't be parked there,” he said. “It's a question of enforcement” he 
added. Cork City Council did not reply to requests for comment on the issue.

Source:  Rob McNamara- http://www.eveningecho.ie/corknews/

Vehicle Clamping Act in Operation
The Vehicle Clamping Act 2015 came into full effect on 1st October 2017. The 
Act provides for the regulation by the NTA of vehicle clamping activities in both 
statutory and non-statutory (privately-owned) clamping places throughout the 
State and also contains some other legislative provisions relating to clamping. 
The main provisions of the Act give the NTA the power to:

•  Make clamping and signage regulations
•  Establish appeals & complaints processes
•  Make a code of practice for parking controllers and clamping operators
•  Investigate and prosecute any alleged breaches of regulations

The full Act is available to view or download at .www.irishstatutebook.ie  
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/vehicle-clamping/

Health Minister Orders Review Of Hospital Parking Charges
Health Minister Simon Harris has ordered a review of unpopular hospital car parking charges.
Recent reports revealed that visitors and patients are paying more than a €1m per month in parking charges 
to HSE-run hospitals alone. The real gure is higher when voluntary hospitals are included.
Announcing the review, Minister Harris stated: "I have heard from many patients, as well as groups such as 
the Irish Cancer Society, in relation to car parking charges in our hospitals and the need for national 
guidelines.
I know that some hospitals do take into account the pressure that these charges can put on patients and 
families who are dealing with illness, particularly long-term illness, and have measures in place to alleviate this pressure.
However, I want to make sure that we have national guidelines in place to inform practice in hospital parking charges around the 
country," he added.
 
Source:  Eilish O' Regan- Irish Independent 16-03-2018

Where:

When:

Book Online:

Gibson Hotel Dublin 1

thThursday 29  November 2018

 www.parkingireland.ie

IPA CHAIRMAN'S LUNCH 2018 - SAVE THE DATE!

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/vehicle-clamping/
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/vehicle-clamping/
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Special Report
IPA Chairman’s Lunch 2017

nd thThe 22  Annual Irish Parking Association Event took place on Thursday 16  November 2017 at The Gibson Hotel and was a great 
success, attracting over 120 Delegates. Keynote speaker at the 2017 Chairman's Lunch was Mr. Sean O' Neill, Director of Corporate 
Communications for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) who informed delegates of that organisation's macro  infrastructural plans 
for the next 20 years and highlighted the important role that the parking sector can play in the future transport network in Ireland.  

The IPA were also honoured to be joined by Mr. Peter Lowe, President of the British Parking Association (BPA) 2017-18 and in his 
brief address to the meeting he set out the close relationship between the two national trade associations and how this can be further 
developed in the coming years.  A special presentation was made to IPA Chairman Keith Gavin by his fellow IPA board members in 
appreciation of his work over the year and then the delegates were treated to a performance by leading Irish comedian Patrick 
McDonnell whose routine was very well received. Many delegates stayed behind to avail of the networking opportunity with fellow 
parking professionals afforded by the event. The pictures below provide a snapshot of the day:

Keynote Speaker- Sean O' Neill TII                  Special Guest- Mr. Peter Lowe BPA                Keith Gavin- IPA Chairman

IPA Directors caught in rapt attention at the proceedings- L-R: David Cullen (Treasurer); St. John O' Gara (Secretary) & Jason Ballard

St. John O' Gara making special presentation to IPA Chairman 
Keith Gavin  

 IPA founding member and former Chairman Paddy D         oherty with 
Mark Keoghan (Brown Thomas Car Park)

IPA Chairman’s Lunch 2017- In Review

Photo Credit: Derek Tebay- Blue Wall Technologies
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International News
Trafc Wardens Issued More Than 150,000 Parking 
Tickets In Northern Ireland Last Year, New Department 
For Infrastructure (DfI) Figures Show.
More than 94,000 penalty charge notices (PCNs) were 
issued in 2017 for on-street parking offences. A further 
57,000 were issued for off-street and bus lane offences. The 
penalty charge for a parking ticket is £90, reduced to £45 if 
paid within 14 days of receiving the ticket.

'Sensible and fair enforcement'

Glyn Roberts of Retail NI said the number of tickets handed 
out last year was "outrageous". "Retail NI has consistently 
hit out at the this over-zealous ning policy and the negative 
message it sends out to shoppers who use their cars to travel 
to town centres" he said. The only winners from this are the 
large out-of-town supermarkets, which have free car 
parking and no trafc attendants. Retail NI "wants to see 
sensible and fair enforcement of car parking and bus lanes and an end to this current excessive strategy".

A DfI spokesperson said: "Enforcement of parking restrictions and bus lanes aims to reduce the number of illegally-parked vehicles and 
unauthorised vehicles using bus lanes during operational hours. "This, in turn, will reduce trafc congestion, improve road safety, 
improves accessibility for all road users, including Blue Badge holders and improves bus journey times" the spokesperson added. The 
department spokesperson said it is "important that appropriate action is taken to discourage those who park or use bus lanes illegally".

There were 94,452 PCNs issued in 2017 for on street parking offences - a rise of 11% on the previous year. Almost 50% ( 41,557) of all on-
street tickets were issued in Belfast, with a further 7,057 issued in Newry and 6,183 issued in Londonderry. There were no on street PCNs 
issued in eight Northern Ireland towns - Ahoghill, Aughnacloy, Ballykelly, Castlewellan, Cullybackey, Dromore (Co Tyrone), 
Newtownstewart and Portglenone.

The number of PCNs for off-street parking increased by 4% last year, while nes issued for bus lane offences dropped by 25% last year. The 
DfI gures show three quarters of the 20,807 PCNs issued for bus lane offences were handed out in just three Belfast locations - Donegall 
Square East, Great Victoria Street and College Square East.

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-43074083

Major Liverpool Car Park Fire 'Could Have Been 
Prevented By Sprinklers'.

oA 1000 C inferno which engulfed the 7-storey King's Dock Car Park in Liverpool and incinerated 1,400 cars could have been prevented if 
sprinklers had been tted in the building according to the chief re ofcer charged with investigating the incident. The blaze at the local 
authority-owned facility, which was constructed in 2008, occurred when a Land Rover burst into ames and spread rapidly, causing over 
4,000 people to be evacuated from the car park and the adjacent Echo Arena which was hosting an international horse show at the time of 
the re.  According to Dan Stephens, Chief Fire Ofcer with Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service (MFRS), crews were on the scene within 
eight minutes of the alarm being raised but that the ames spread so quickly that they were unable to control the blaze. He said: "One thing 
is for certain - had the building been sprinklered there is every chance that would have suppressed the re sufciently... for us to be able to 
go in and extinguish the re without it spreading in the way that it did”. 

Source: Irish Independent 09.01.2018

Photo: Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service                           Photo credit: Peter Byrne/PA Wire 



Congestion Charge For London Increased

Transport for London (TfL) increased the Congestion Charge from £65 to £80 (or £130 to £160 for late payment) 
ndwith effect from 2  January last. The increase follows a 12% increase in the number of motorists, from 1.3m in 

2011/12 to 1.5m in 2016/17, issued with Congestion Charge Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs). 

Source: Parking Review- January 2018

Parking (Code of Practice) Bill Update

The Private Member's Bill, presented by Sir Greg Knight MP and supported by a cross-party group of MPs comprising Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
Daniel Zeichner, Kevin Brennan, Pete Wishart and Graham P Jones, passed it's second reading in the House of Commons at the beginning 
of February. The prospects of the Bill becoming law were boosted when Communities Secretary Sajid Javid conrmed that the government 
would be supporting its aims which will see a new code of practice being drafted with stakeholders and providing the clarity of a single set 
of rules for private parking with clearer processes for appeals. The new regime would replace the current situation whereby two trade 
associations, i.e. The British Parking Association (BPA) and the International Parking Community (IPC) oblige their members to abide by 
their respective Code of Practice with a new single code to set a higher standard across the sector especially in relation to appeals. The 
legislation would also give the Communities Secretary the power to impose a levy on the parking sector to fund the production, publishing 
and enforcement of the code.  The government's stated aim in implementing the new rules is to deliver on its manifesto commitment to 
tackle “rogue” parking operators whereby those not in compliance would be prevented from accessing driver data via the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA).
Reacting to the introduction of the Bill, the BPA welcomed the development with it's Chief Executive Andrew Pester saying:
 "We are delighted that parliamentarians are listening and taking decisive action to ensure the private parking sector operates in a 
consistent and transparent manner for the motorist. The BPA has been calling for better regulation of the private parking sector, and the 
common Code of Practice provided by this Bill is good for the motorist and the sector." 

Source:  www.britishparking.co.uk

SKIDATA Ireland Ltd is delighted to announce it has been awarded the new quality management standard, ISO 9001:2015 and the 
sustainable, environmentally responsible standard, ISO 14001:2015. 

An international leader in the eld of vehicle and people access solutions, SKIDATA Ireland Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
SKIDATA AG, a member of the publicly traded Swiss Kudelski Group. 

The new ISO certications raise the standards expected of companies' quality and environmental management systems and replace the 
ISO 9001:2008 and ISO 14001:2004 standards which the Irish 
organisation has upheld since 2010.

Speaking about the award, Michael Dale, General Manager at 
SKIDATA Ireland Ltd said:

“SKIDATA Ireland's success has been built on a culture of continual 
improvement of the quality of our service and the processes in place to 
support them. We strive not only to maintain the standards that our 
reputation is built upon, but to improve on those standards. The new 
ISO 9001:2015 and ISO 14001:2015 certicates prove that these 
internal and customer facing systems are reective of our dedication to 
continuing to improve the quality of our service as well as minimising 
our impact on the environment.”

“We would like to say a special thanks to Stephen King, our Service 
Manager and Aidan Faloona, Director in Quadra Ltd who worked 
together to ensure the smooth transition to the new standards."

Skidata Ireland Upgrades To New ISO Standards

International News

EPA Blue Badge Research Project
A project team from the London South Bank University, on behalf of the British Parking 
Association, recently carried out extensive research on the issue of Blue Badge (Disabled 
Parking) Permits. The objectives of the research project were to better understand the eligibility 
criteria, lifespan and concessions available for Blue Badges throughout Europe, and to create a European Register for the Blue Badge 
Scheme to help identify opportunities for better harmonisation and to provide an improved service for genuine Blue Badge holders while 
assisting relevant authorities to enforce the scheme thereby reducing abuse and fraudulent use. 
The nidings of the initial phase of the project were presented at the recent EPA General Meeting in Berlin and further research to build on 
the work to date and development of a harmonised blue badge scheme across Europe is required. EPA Board member Stein Loberg is 
responsible for this project and all member associations have been requested to contribute to the next phase which is currently being 
conducted.
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I

Euro Car Parks Wins Laureate Award At 
Great Places To Work Awards

Euro Car Parks received a special “Laureate Award” for 
being the rst company in Ireland to achieve a Top 20 
result in the Irish Times Great Place to Work awards. 
Having previously won these awards in 2010 and 2011, 
Managing Director David Cullen commented “It is easy 
at times to forget your most important assets, i.e. your 
team members so we have refocused on our staff with a 
host of new initiatives over the last year. We are making 
further strides with a structured approach to improve our 
staff's work life balances and working conditions. It is 

thimportant, given that this is our 20  year in business, that 
we treat our staff with the same respect and friendship as 
when we started with four staff 20 years ago. This 
journey will continue” he added.

.
L-R: John Sheahan, Jason Mackey, Irene Carron, David Cullen, 
Erik Cyganek, Clare Brennan, Aidan Doyle, Dermot Lawless, Brendan Dunne.

Swords Plaza underground car park is a conveniently located public parking 
facility, consisting of 300 parking spaces laid out over two car park levels. IPáirc 
has now launched an ambitious car park re-development plan which will deliver a 
modern car parking facility in the Plaza. As part of the ongoing re-development 
plan, the car park has already been signicantly refurbished with a new industry 
leading parking management system installed to improve overall accessibility and 
service for customers. It will also be home to the new IPáirc Head Ofce.

Aldis Kazakevics, Director of Operations commented:

We are delighted to be in the process of delivering a state-of-the-art parking facility here in Swords. 
IPáirc have installed a new state of the art barrier control system which will enhance customer 
experience in using the car park. In the immediate future, the Plaza car park will have a full-scale 
LED lighting system upgrade, together with new and enhanced CCTV monitoring to add to the 
existing service improvements already delivered to our customers.''

IPáirc was founded by Mr. Ray Peers in 2015 who has over 30 years' experience in both the Irish and 
European car parking industries. During those years, Ray has been acknowledged both nationally and 
internationally as a true innovator in parking, consistently delivering enhanced quality service standards, technological improvements, 
and overall value for money for car park customers.

Mr. Ray Peers, CEO of  IPáirc commented:

“I am very proud to be leading the team in IPáirc. Our vision is to be managers of the best car parking facilities in Ireland by delivering 
quality service standards, and competitive prices for our customers. I am particularly proud, hailing from North Dublin myself, to be 
associated with the investment in the Swords Plaza Car Park, an investment that will deliver improved customer service standards and 
employment opportunities in North County Dublin.''

IPáirc is an Irish owned innovative car parking company focused on delivering excellence in parking services and providing local 
communities with safe, strategically located, and easily accessible parking facilities across the country. Since 2015 IPáirc have been 
growing its portfolio rapidly and the company now have parking facilities in Dublin, Waterford, Limerick, Portlaoise and Galway.

Páirc Arrives In Swords
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Industry CalendarNCPS Secure Lease For Merchant's Quay MSCP, Cork

NCPS recently partnered with Orange Investment Managers and Catella during 
their purchase of the multi-storey car park at Merchant's Quay Shopping 
Centre, Cork.  NCPS has taken a 15-year lease on the site and is looking forward 
to upgrading the parking experience for all users of the centre in the coming 
months. Situated in the heart of Cork city, this secure multi-storey car park is 
adjoined to Merchant's Quay Shopping Centre, providing over 700 car park 
spaces across ve levels to motorists. Merchant's Quay car park is now the 
eleventh added to NCPS' MSCP portfolio in the last two years. This market 
segment continues to be a focus for NCPS, as we look forward to adding several 
more in the coming year. If in the meantime you would like to discuss any 
projects of a similar nature, please don't hesitate to contact Thomas Harrington 
– Commercial Director, NCPS.

NCPS Management Update
Cyril Escobar – Business Development & Client Liaison Manager
NCPS are delighted to announce the appointment of Cyril Escobar as business development and client 
liaison manager. Cyril, a native of France and a graduate of the University of Blois, is a highly successful 
business development professional with 15 years sales experience, with extensive expertise in the Parking 
Industry having previously worked with Apcoa and Easytrip.

Cyril joined the NCPS Sales Team in early 2018 and will be responsible for the company’s business growth 
within the Republic of Ireland by assisting existing clients as well as providing new customers with tailored 
parking solutions to suit their specic requirements.  Cyril will also provide input into overseas contracts in 
the Francophone world.
 

Parking Industry Exhibition 2018 
26-29th March 2018
 Chicago USA
 pieshow.parkingtoday.com

 Parking & Property 2018
 10th May 2018
 15 Hatelds, London
 www.parkingandproperty.com

 

Parkex 2018
13-14th June 2018
Ricoh Arena, Coventry
www.parkex.co.uk

 Irish Parking Association Chairman's Lunch 2018
 Thursday 29th November 2018
 Gibson Hotel. Dublin 1
 www.parkingireland.ie

Mobility solutions specialist, easytrip, Ireland's only electronic parking and tolling tag provider, 
has announced the expansion of their car parking portfolio in Dublin with the addition of Jervis 
Street Car Park in Dublin city. 

Easyparking, easytrip's parking service, offers hassle free electronic parking to customers with the 
use of a tag, with no need to take a ticket or queue at the paying station. The easytrip tag is scanned 
on entry and exit to the car park and the fee is then automatically deducted from the tag holder's 
account.  

Commenting on the announcement, CEO of easytrip Ireland, Colin Delaney said: “Whether you're 
going on a shopping spree, heading to an event or to a business or social engagement, the Jervis Street 
car park is the ideal location to park in the heart of the city and we're very excited to be offering our 
seamless parking service here.”

Neil Cunningham, Managing Director of APCOA parking said, “We're delighted to be partnering with 
easytrip. At APCOA we are always looking for ways to enhance our customer experience and we believe easyparking does just that - it's a 
very convenient cashless and ticketless offering which results in faster entry and exit times for our participating customers.” 

The Jervis Street car park has 267 car spaces and is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  New and existing easytrip customers can sign up for 
parking by calling easytrip on 1890 67 67 68 or by logging onto www.easytrip.ie. Easyparking is available at locations in Dublin, Belfast, 
Cork, Galway, Kilkenny, Limerick and Waterford.

Easyparking Now Available At Jervis Street Car Park In Dublin City
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