Autumn 2014

A NOTE FROM KEITH GAVIN, IPA CHAIRMAN Welcome to the Autumn 2014 edition of “parkingireland”. With the end of the summer holiday
season, and children returning to schools, there is the usual noticeable increase in traffic on our
roads and associated increase in consumer and business activity. The post-summer recess period
will finally see the introduction of the Vehicle Clamping Bill into the Oireachtas and the IPA
Board continues to actively engage with the relevant state agencies (Dept. of Transport; National
Transport Authority; and Joint Oireachtas Committee) on this important issue. The recent Cabinet
reshuffle prior to the summer break has seen a change in Minister at the Department of
Transport, Tourism & Sport, and we welcome the appointment of Mr. Paschal Donohue TD to this
role and look forward to further developing relations with the new Minister and his office.

The IPA held its 2014 AGM in June, and a summary report of this event follows.
The AGM saw a change in composition of the IPA Board for the 2014-15 period and we would like to welcome new Directors, Mr.
Richard Flood of RFC and Mr. Robin Lindsay of APS, while also taking the opportunity to thank Mr. Hugh Foy of MF Services, who
has stepped down, for his efforts and valued contribution during his time on the Board.
Arrangements are currently being made for the biannual IPA Chairman’s Lunch which will be held in the Gibson
Hotel, Dublin on Thursday 20th November 2014 - further details, speakers info. etc. will be communicated in due course.
The IPA is shortly set to re-launch the official Association’s website, www.parkingireland.ie, and a new corporate
identity and logo has been designed (see logo, above, and details, below) to help promote the IPA’s activities and profile, and this
will be officially launched in conjunction with a renewed membership drive very soon. We look forward to receiving your feedback
on this and any other issues which you would like to raise with us over the coming months.

A New Parking Identity
The Irish Parking Association has created a new corporate logo (above) and corporate identity as part of its
ongoing development as the representative body for the parking sector in Ireland.The new logo has been created using the
Association’s distinctive blue (for parking) and green (for Irish) colours. The new logo will help to promote and drive traffic to the
IPA website, which is in its turn being redesigned. Upon completion it will be a valuable repository of information on the Irish parking
industry. The logo incorporates the standard P symbol for parking, within an innovative design. Use of the new graphic, and its
‘Member of the Irish Parking Association’ designation variation will be reserved for the use of the IPA and its current member
organisations and individuals.
The Irish Parking Association was established in 1995 and is comprised of the major parking operators,
equipment suppliers and other key stakeholders in the car park industry sector. The Association seeks to develop best practice
and acts as a point of contact for those interested in the parking industry in Ireland. Through our regular meetings, publications,
exhibitions and seminars, we disseminate information on the trends within the industry, and we are developing best practice
models for the various aspects of car parking. We are full members of the European Parking Association, and were proud hosts
of the 16th biennial European Parking Congress in Ireland in 2013.

Athlone’s €4,420 Pre-Christmas Parking Windfall
People don’t normally pay for something that is free, but in this case they queued up to do so!
!Motorists in Athlone paid €4,420 in parking fees on days when 'free parking’ was being offered by the
local authority last December. On designated days in the run-up to Christmas, the council waives its parking charges in
Athlone in order to help boost local business. The message that free parking was in place on certain days clearly didn’t
reach a large number of motorists. The council said its parking machines could not have simply been switched off on the
'free parking’ dates as they would have to be rebooted to work again the next day, which could lead to problems with
the way they operate.
Some have suggested that the council donate its 'free parking’ income to charity, but this suggestion
was rejected by the local authority which said the money would instead be used to help fund its services.
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I wish to apply for:
o Full Membership

o Associate Membership (Tick one)

Your Organisation Type:
Please indicate the area of operation which best describes your activity within the parking
industry (Tick where appropriate) :
o Car Park Owner/Operator
o Industry Supplier
o Enforcement
o Property Professional
o Other (Please specify):.........................................
Contact Details:
Contact Name:.........................................................................................................................
Business Name:.......................................................................................................................
Address:...................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
Landline Number:................................................... Mobile No.:...............................................
Email address:..........................................................................................................................
Website:....................................................................................................................................
Annual Membership Fees:
o Full Member - €750
o Associate Member - €200 (Please tick one)
An invoice will issue upon acceptance of your application.
Please advise Purchase Order number, if required:................................................................
Declaration by Applicant:
I hereby apply for membership of the Irish Parking Association. I accept that the decision of
the Board in relation to all matters pertaining to membership is final. If accepted, I shall
abide by the Code of Conduct of the IPA. I certify that the information given on this form is
true and correct.
Signed:...……………………………………..... Date: …………………………
Please post the completed form to: The Secretary, Irish Parking Association,
Unit 3 Barrowside Business Park, Sleaty Road, Carlow
or email to: info@parkingireland.ie.
Newsletter:
The IPA newsletter, “Parking Ireland”, is available as hard copy or as a link to a
pdf file delivered to your mailbox. Please indicate your choice:
(Please circle one)

HARD COPY

LINK TO ONLINE FILE

The IPA Code of Conduct is available to read on our website.

NEWS: Ireland

New Technology for Drogheda Retail Park a solar-powered, wireless vehicle counting system!
A solar-powered, wireless vehicle counting system has been installed in the busy car park of the Drogheda
Retail Park. The new system detects all vehicle movements into the large surface car park (c. 500 spaces). Tenants include Tesco,
Aldi, Harvey Norman and KFC.
Separate entry lanes into the retail park have all been fitted with the M210 Solar-Powered Wireless Vehicle
Counting Sensors (supplied and installed by parking equipment specialists A.G.K. Ltd.) to detect and record vehicle throughput at
each of these locations. They are a very powerful and useful management tool for property management company (Aramark)
who operate the centre. The system will allow them monitor the vehicle throughput at different times, days, weeks etc.; e.g. when
promotions are on, etc.
The system is supplied with the easy-to-use ‘MLink-S’ software package, and data is downloaded from the
sensors via a radio antenna dongle- stats are available in different granularity, e.g. by minute, by 15 minute intervals, hourly,
daily, weekly, monthly, etc., and can be presented in both graphic and tabular formats; for individual sensors and/or on a
combined basis; raw data can also be exported in .csv format for later analysis via e.g. Excel software- data only takes a few
seconds to download from each sensor and the sensors can store data locally for over a year, so frequency of downloads is
simply determined by how often the operator wishes to access the information.
A.G.K.’s Managing Director, Keith Gavin, says that “the new sensor is an exciting development for us as it
provides an excellent alternative to more conventional inductive loop technology which requires to be hard-wired. This is often
not economically feasible in the context of large surface car parks where the overall physical area to be covered is generally
quite large and therefore the installation costs of that type of solution are often prohibitive. The new M210 Sensor is a solarpowered (via ambient light as opposed to direct sunlight) wireless unit and therefore offers a simple, cost-effective and reliable
solution to vehicle counting applications. These will be very attractive to our customers operating retail parks, shopping centres,
business parks and other similar facilities and offer a new easy way to facilitate data collection from car parks.”
For more information: www.agkdisplays.com

Shopping Travel Behaviour in Dublin City Centre
A report on the collaboration between DIT Spatial Planning students and staff and the Irish Environmental
Network and Dublin Cycling Campaign to research shopper travel behaviour in Dublin City Centre.
Traders on Dublin’s two main shopping streets considerably over-estimate spending by shoppers travelling by
car and Luas while significantly undervaluing the spend of bus passengers and pedestrians. A study interviewed 1,009 shoppers
on Grafton and Henry Streets seeking to identify differences (if any) between perceived and actual spending levels by travel
mode.
While the public bus system carried 35% of shoppers to Grafton Street and 49% to Henry Street, traders’
perceptions of the figures stood at 31% and 40% respectively. Measured in value terms, the bus proved the most lucrative
travel mode to both streets, delivering 38% of the total spend on both streets, when outliers are excluded.
Pedestrian travel was similarly under-valued. Traders believed that 11% would walk to shop on Grafton St
while on Henry St traders estimated that 6% of their customers came on foot. The actual figures are 20% and 19%, according
to the survey.
Car transport was overvalued by traders. On Grafton St traders perceived that car transport would account
for 13% of customers whereas in reality car-borne shoppers made up 10%. Traders on Henry St believed the car would carry
19% of shoppers but in fact only 9% came by car.
The situation is similar for Luas: traders perceived 28% of Grafton St shoppers would arrive by tram
compared to 13% in reality, and again on Henry St, traders thought Luas would carry 19% but it served just 10%. Bus priority
and pedestrian enhancement may therefore warrant greater investment. The imbalance in cycling mode share between Grafton
Street and Henry Street should also be investigated further.
D O’Connor, DIT; J Nix, Irish Environmental Network; S Bradshaw, DIT; E Shiel, DIT.
Published in Irish Transport Research Network 2011 conference proceedings.
More: http://arrow.dit.ie/comlinkoth/10/ and also http://www.kildarestreet.com/committees/?id=2014-0617a.6&s=bicycle#g
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NEWS: Dublin

High Density Bicycle Parking for Dublin
Dublin City is looking to high density bicycle parking to keep up with demand from the growing amount of
commuters and shoppers taking to two wheels. The council says this is part of a plan to reach its target of a 25-30% cycling modal
share by 2020. The project is funded by the National Transportation Authority (NTA). A company is being hired by the council to
plan for high density bicycle parking at a number of locations in Dublin City Centre. The plan is to set up new high density parking
locations and to upgrade the current free off-street cycle parking for up to 192 bicycles at Dublin City Council’s Drury Street Car
Park. The review of what cycle-parking facilities are needed will also include an expansion of on-street parking and parking at
rail hub locations based on ‘CyclePoint’ in Leeds which is in turn based on a setup used in Dutch and other European cities which
combine staffed bicycle parking, bicycle repair, rental, and retail at railway stations.
Possible locations for high density parking include Trinity College, city centre lane-ways, retail quarters and tourist
quarters. Firmer plans are included for Drury Street which will have a target capacity of 600 bicycles, possibly using a two-level
rack in the current space, and also for Clery’s Car Park on Marlborough Street where the council has planned a minimum level of
50 spaces along the existing walkway to the left of the car park exit. Nothing on the scale of the bicycle parking at Amsterdam
central station is planned - yet! The plan to be developed for Clery’s Car Park is to include the option to enlarge the facility by
expanding out into the first row of car parking spaces and the development of a “car park operator managed model for mode
transfer from car to bike” — where motorists park at the edge of the core city centre and cycle the last mile, as is common in some
Dutch cities. Overall the company hired is to devise and recommend a strategy for the provision, management and security of
cycle-parking facilities in the city centre.
The project will start with the mapping and photographing of existing public bicycle parking facilities in the city
council’s area, which is mostly made up of on-street stands. This will be closely followed by an assessment of demand in the city
centre area within the canals, plus 400m outside the perimeter of the canals. The demand study will also include the centres of
Ballsbridge, Ranelagh, and Rathmines — the three of which have higher levels of cycling than northside or western urban villages
outside the canals. The level of demand is to be assessed by looking at current cycling statistics and trends, current and planned
transportation infrastructure, demographics, modal shift trends and targets, and any other available relevant information or reports.
The project will also look at signage directing people to bicycle parking and the potential for real time “Cycle Parking Spaces
Available” electronic signs. Under the current tender, designs will be developed for Clery’s Car Park and one other location which
has yet to be chosen will be designed and brought to contract stage, and the preparation work will be done on two other locations,
one of which is to be a laneway location.

Bike Parking in
downtown
Amsterdam
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NEWS: International

San Francisco to Curb Parking Space Auctions
SAN FRANCISCO — Jun 24, 2014 By TERRY COLLINS and MARTHA MENDOZA Associated Press

San Francisco's new crackdown on a mobile app that allows people to auction off their public parking spots
marks yet another clash between innovative technologies and regulators trying to maintain law and order, public safety and a sense
of social decorum. The app, called MonkeyParking, allows drivers who score a
notoriously hard-to-get San Francisco parking spot to sell it for $5, $10, even
$20 and then hang out there until the buyer arrives to take their place. "It's illegal,
it puts drivers on the hook for $300 fines, and it creates a predatory private
market for public parking spaces that San Franciscans will not tolerate," City
Attorney Dennis Herrera said in a statement Monday, ordering the Rome-based
tech start-up to stop the practice. Herrera said people are free to rent out their
own private driveways and garage spaces but the city "will not abide businesses
that hold hostage on-street public parking spots for their own private profit." Two
other start-ups face similar letters, he said, including ParkModo, which planned to
pay drivers $13 an hour to sit in their cars blocking a spot until someone buys it.
State and federal lawmakers have grappled with new technologies that people
can use to privately replace taxis, hotels and even restaurants. But nowhere is the
conflict tougher than in San Francisco, which Silicon Valley firms often use as a
testing ground, pushing the boundaries of local authorities who don't want to
quash the booming tech economy.
Earlier this year, the city ordered Google to move a
partially built four-story mystery barge from the middle of the San Francisco Bay
after state officials said it was under construction without proper permits. Police
also insist ridesharing services like Uber, Lyft and Sidecar — which gained great
traction during Bay Area Rapid Transit strikes last year — are operating illegally
when they pick someone up at the airport, although they continue to do so, largely
unchecked. And a possible ballot initiative this fall would charge Airbnb vacation
rental app users the city's 14 percent hotel tax if they want to rent a room in their
house to a stranger.
Internet industry analyst Larry Downes said the real
problem is that San Francisco's leaders have made short-sighted policy decisions
on housing, development and public transit, leaving the city plagued with dense
traffic and costly housing amid a tech boom. "Instead of harassing start-ups trying
to chip away at the problem, the city should acknowledge its many failings of
leadership and do something productive," Downes said. "Obviously, this is a
warning to all app developers in the sharing economy. If they are facilitating
users trying to overcome vast inefficiency and corruption in government, they
become an easy target."
San Francisco-based technology expert Charles Belle of the
Startup Policy Lab, whose objective is to connect the start-up communitywith
policymakers and government, believes the issue between MonkeyParking and the city attorney is a great example of the need to
create more forums for the two entities to engage. "Companies need to be familiar with local laws, but threatened legal actions,
such as cease-and-desist letters, only divert attention away from the opportunity to rethink how the community can use technology
to improve government services," said Belle, who's a former executive director the Privacy and Technology Project at the University
of California, Hastings College of the Law.
UPDATE: The apps have been de-activated following receipt of legal correspondence from the city council.

Car Parking and Traffic Congestion
Although they may not exactly agree on the magnitude of the problem, experts seem to agree that a lack of local
parking spaces can contribute to traffic congestion. Consider the following.
“It is estimated that about 30 percent of the cars circling a city at any given time are doing so as drivers look for parking.
Aside from the frustration factor, those cars are creating traffic congestion, viewed by survey respondents as being the
single most significant societal change affecting the parking industry. From an environmental standpoint, that translates
to incalculable amounts of wasted fuel and carbon emissions.”
Parking Network Weekly Update, June 2014
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NEWS: UK

Improving High Streets and Town Centres
- Policy in the UK 2014
Issue: Our high streets and town centres are facing serious challenges from out-of-town shopping centres and the
growth of online and mobile retailing. Our high streets need to be social places with a vibrant evening economy and to offer
something that neither shopping centres nor the internet can match.
Actions: Two years on from the Portas Review, this government has put in place a wide range of measures to help
the high street, including funding 24 Portas Pilots and 330 town teams and support from dedicated local experts to help the Portas
Pilots and town teams adapt their high streets to changing consumer behaviour.
Support for local shops and high streets: In December 2013, as part of the government’s long-term economic plan,
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles set out a billion pound package of support for the UK’s high streets. On 1 April 2014 the changes
came into effect. A central part of the high streets support plan is to create more jobs by backing British business and the measures
in the package will make it easier for all the shops on Britain’s high streets to grow, expand and take people on.
Business rates: Changes to the business rates were announced as part of the Autumn Statement and came into
effect on 1 April 2014. The support for businesses includes:
•
a £1,000 discount in 2014 to 2015 and 2015 to 2016 for retail premises with a rateable value of up to £50,000
•
including shops, pubs, cafes, and restaurants (300,000 retail businesses are eligible)
•
capping the Retail Price Index (RPI) increase in bills to 2% in 2014 to 2015 - businesses were expecting a 3.2%
rise
•
extending the doubling of the Small Business Rates Relief to April 2015
•
a reoccupation relief for 18 months with a 50% discount for new occupants of retail premises empty for a year
or more
•
allowing businesses to pay their bills over 12 months (rather than 10), which will help every firm with their cash
flow
Parking: Independent experts have warned that aggressive parking policies are harming local high streets and
local shops. We are getting rid of aggressive parking policies by changing the previous approach of setting parking fees to
discourage car use and provide ‘maximum’ parking levels. We’ve also changed planning rules to allow councils to make decisions
about parking requirements and fees in order to best meet local needs. We’ve consulted on guidance that encourages councils to
attract shoppers by setting competitive parking charges, and to improve the quality of parking in town centres so that it is convenient,
safe and secure.
Local leadership: The government is committed to helping local authorities and businesses and those who work on
the ground as they are best placed to know what could make their high street thrive. We’ve announced new support to help
communities re-energise their high streets by community led-renewal and business improvement districts. In March 2014, Brandon
Lewis announced new powers for property owners in London which will give landlords a greater say in revitalising their high streets.
Supporting local markets: In 2012, we teamed up with the National Association of British Market Authorities
(NABMA) to set up the Love Your Local Market Campaign. The aim is to help new market traders starting up businesses, and
celebrate and promote our local markets. The 2013 campaign ran from 15 to 29 May, with 700 markets taking part in 3,500 events
during the fortnight and 2,800 new traders taking part. We are pleased to announce the Love Your Local Market 2014 campaign
will be held from 14 to 28 May 2014.
Planning: Planning restrictions have been lifted to help landlords make better use of their empty properties, either
by allowing them to lease for shorter periods, helping start-up businesses to set up in the high street, or by making it easier to turn
commercial properties into residential facilities to increase resident population and local footfall. Changes to permitted development
rights will offer town centres the flexibility they need to adapt existing buildings. The government will consult on permitting change
of use from retail to restaurants, cinemas, gyms, skating rinks and swimming pools.
Background: As part of the growth agenda, the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister commissioned retail
expert Mary Portas to conduct an independent review of the high street’s future. The Portas Review: an independent review into
the future of our high streets was published on 13 December 2011. It set out what Mary Portas thought had led to the decline of
the high street and made 28 recommendations about what could be done – by government, local authorities and business – to
breathe life back into them.
Who we’re working with: The Future High Streets Forum brings together leading businesses, academics and
local leaders to look at the challenges facing our town centres and work with councils to build on what government has started. In
December 2013 Brandon Lewis announced an extension of the Future High Streets Forum to support and reflect the changing
nature of high streets to include representatives from the hospitality, leisure, food and services sectors - all of which play a major
role in the success of our high streets, providing local jobs and contributing billions to the UK economy
In January 2014 Argos, one of the UK’s leading retailers, announced it would join the Future High Streets
Forum and in April 2014, Simon Roberts, a managing director at Boots, was appointed as co-chair of the forum. Members of the
forum are also working with the department to support Portas Pilots and Town Teams and the Love Your Local Market campaign.
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/improving-high-streets-and-town-centres
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NEWS: International

Global Parking Association Leaders Summit Dallas TX
Report by Jason Ballard
Shawn Conrad IPI Executive Director chaired a warm and friendly Global Parking Association Leaders Summit
(GPALS) at the IPI 2014 Conference and Expo. on Sunday 1st June 2014 in the Gaylord Texan Hotel in Dallas. Parking associations
from 16 countries from Australia to Canada and from Europe to Japan, were represented. The Irish Parking Association (IPA) was
represented by Jason Ballard, the British Parking Association by Helen Crozier and Patrick Troy and the EPA by Nick Lester.
Each association gave an overview of their parking planning/technologies, with an impassioned speech from the
Puerto Rico (3.5m pop and 2m cars) representative who has recently come into parking. They are just embarking on parking controls
and are where Dublin was pre the 1998 parking enforcement/clamping contract. All countries reflected the same issues whilst
being at different stages in controls and regulation. Ireland has a much more mature parking regime and well established controls
compared to a number of counties around the globe. The main driving factors were politics, policy and government shifts dictating
the varying want and desire to put parking high on the agenda. Invariably parking is not respected, viewed negatively and does
not get a seat at the table - the Brazil representatives said that parking was not considered at all in the World Cup planning
process.
However attitudes were changing and initiatives like Parking Matters are helping to educate planners in traffic
planning, industry programs and technology expansion. GPALS wants to create a centralised database of all data on parking
around the globe, through the different associations but this may be a challenge to co-ordinate globally.
Some international facts/figures:
•
•
•
•

Australia – AUS$70 for 2 hours parking in downtown Sydney
Abu Dubai – 75c per hour (100,000 spaces)
Saudi Arabia - 25c per hour
Brazil has 45 Million cars!

It was proposed to extend the GPALS meeting at the EPA conference in Germany next
year, as there were so many topics to discuss.

2014 DALLAS

Photo: The exhibiton area at the IPI conference
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NEWS: Ireland

Vehicle Clamping Bill Published
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport Leo Varadkar
[now Minister for Health] has published the Vehicle Clamping Bill 2014 to
ensure that all clamping activities are carried out in a fair and transparent
manner, and to protect motorists and legitimate clamping companies, in line
with the commitment in the Programme for Government. The Bill introduces
consistency to clamping for the first time, whether it’s on public or private
land. Legislation is already in place governing clamping on the public road
and on land occupied by certain statutory bodies, but the new Bill will now
also regulate clamping on private property.
It sets up a new regulatory regime, a simple two-step
appeals process, a default maximum clamping release fee of €100 for
private property, a code of practice for operators, and a new requirement
that signs must always be displayed where clamping is in operation. The
Vehicle Clamping Bill 2014 is available on the Houses of the Oireachtas
website.
The Minister said: “Laws are already in place to oversee
clamping in public places, which allow local authorities or their agents to
clamp vehicles. However, the clamping of vehicles on private property is not
governed by any specific laws. This new Bill protects motorists and legitimate clamping operators, but will penalise bad behaviour
by rogue operators. There will also be a simple appeals mechanism for all types of clamping for the first time.”
“There have been a number of cases where private clampers are reported to have behaved unfairly or
inappropriately, so we are now regulating the entire clamping industry for the first time. I don’t favour an outright ban on clamping
on private property, as business owners and apartment complex management companies need to be able to deal with nuisance
parking. However, the practice must be regulated.”
“This Bill strikes the right balance between the competing rights of individual motorists who want fair play, the
rights of people and businesses to deal with parking issues on their own land, and the responsibility of local councils to manage the
finite resource of parking on the public road. Our goal is to ensure transparency for all forms of clamping at all times, and that
due process is always followed.”

The main provisions of the Bill are:
1. Regulation: The National Transport Authority (NTA) will regulate clamping activities, and set up and administer an appeals
process.
2. Appeals: A two-tier appeals process will be set up. A person whose car has been clamped or relocated may make a first-stage
appeal to the landowner, local authority or body responsible for enforcing parking in a particular place. Where a person is not
satisfied with the determination of this appeal, they may lodge a second-stage appeal to an independent clamping appeals officer
designated by the NTA.
3. Maximum clamp release charge: This Bill provides for the setting of maximum clamp release and vehicle relocation charges in places
where clamping is not carried out under existing legislation. Where no charges stand prescribed under law for such places the
maximum clamp release charge will be €100, while the maximum vehicle relocation charge will be €50.
4. Signage: This Bill obliges landowners or persons responsible for places in which clamping is operated to provide prominent signs
indicating that clamping is in operation, and indicating the clamp release and vehicle relocation charges (if any) applying. The NTA
may regulate for where such signage is located, its informational content, dimensions, design, symbols displayed, and the number
of signs to be displayed.
5. Fixing of a clamp to a vehicle: Amongst other activities, the Bill provides for:
•
the time period that that shall elapse before clamping a vehicle;
•
the clamp release time after payment of the appropriate charge;
•
the means of identification of clamping operators and their vehicles;
•
the form of clamping notice to be affixed to clamped vehicles; and
•
the manner in which payment of clamp release charges may be made.
6. Codes of practice: The NTA may establish codes of practice establishing standards and provide practical guidance for
clamping operators in carrying out their duties, as well as for those persons contracting their services.
7. Complaints procedure: The NTA will establish a procedure to consider complaints from the public regarding the discharge of
landowners’ and State bodies’ responsibilities, as well as in relation to the conduct and identification of clamping operators.
http://www.transportforireland.ie/
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NEWS: Ireland

Car Parking Charges Hurt Retail
From the website of National Security – Retail Fraud and Theft Prevention Specialists
Recently while walking through a North Dublin town I noticed that virtually all of the businesses on one end of the
town were closed down. The other end of the town seemed to be faring better so that made me wonder. What caused one end of
the street to go out of business? I happened to know two of the business people whose shop units were now closed so I gave them
a ring. Both said they had experienced a downturn after the economic crises but both said the main reason they had lost customers
was the cost of on street car parking. There is a shopping centre at the far end of town with 2 hours free car parking and that is
why the shops near the shopping centre were still in business. Customers were unwilling to pay the high car parking costs to shop
on a town street when there was free car parking in the centre. The other issue the closed businesses faced was the difficulty of
getting deliveries into their stores as there was no place for delivery vans to pull in. The local authorities would not address this.
After this conversation I started to look around and I realised how expensive car parking is now in Dublin. I
recently paid €18.30 for a few hours in a South side car park and it’s not even the most expensive one. Local authorities have to
figure how to attract customers back into the town centres and drastically reducing car parking fees would be a good start! Retail
in Ireland is having a really hard time just staying in business and local authorities have to show some leadership by reducing the
cost to the customer. Car parking is a cash cow but imagine how much money the local authorities will lose in lost rates if a lot more
retailers go out of business. Have free car parking at the weekend and reduce the cost during the week! It’s a small but important
step to helping retailers survive. I will leave the discussion about rates for another day!
http://www.nationalsecurity.ie/imagine

Annual General Meeting
of the

Irish Parking Association
MINUTES - The AGM of the Irish Parking Association was held on Tuesday, 17th June 2014 in the Dining Room,
St. Stephen’s Green Club, 9 Dawson Street, Dublin 2. Present were: Roger McClure (RMcC); Jason Ballard (JB); Keith Gavin (KG);
Mr. Dave Cullen (DC), Jonathan Spring (JS); Ray Peers (RP); Neil Cunningham (NC); Paddy Doherty (PD); Richard Flood (RF); Ron
Wynne (RW); Frank Moore (FM); Brian Lindsay (BL); Robin Lindsay (RL); Philip Hayes (PH); Guoda Bond (GB).
The meeting started at 12.10pm. Keith Gavin (KG) was in the chair and welcomed all to the 19th Annual
General meeting of the Irish Parking Association, which was convened to:
1. Hold Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) to modify IPA Articles & Memos of Association regarding requirements for the
election of directors.
2. Receive, consider and approve annual accounts for 2013-14
3. Consider and approve auditors’ remuneration.
The first agenda item was tabled by DC to amend the IPA’s Memo & Articles of Association, removing the
requirement for annual rotation and election of directors; instead proposing to do so by Board of Directors’ decision. This was
seconded by RMcC and unanimously agreed by all present and therefore approved.
DC then updated the meeting in relation to the current financial position of the Association (audited accounts
were not available as, following previous Board decision, the year-end for IPA accounts had been revised to the calendar year,
i.e. to 31/12/2013, so ARD not due until September). DC circulated a summary of Debtors to all present and stated that current
bank balance, as of most recent bank statement of 30.05.2014, is €63,749.77; with outstanding debtors of €5,300.00 and
Creditors of €1,872.86. A further update and draft accounts should be available for the next IPA Board meeting in September
2014.
KG then updated all on the IPA Board composition, stating that a number of Directors had resigned (i.e. Hugh
Foy; Michael Tierney) or were no longer eligible to remain on the Board as they were not full members of the IPA in 2014 (i.e.
Jason McFadden; Niall Dorr; Paul Flynn; Raoul Empey). Eligible attendees at the 2014 AGM were invited to offer themselves for
election onto the 2014-15 IPA Board and two candidates were nominated; i.e. Richard Flood and Robin Lindsay, and they were
proposed by JS and seconded by DC and, with no objection from any other director, they were duly elected and welcomed onto
the IPA Board of Directors for 2014-15. (DC to forward relevant paperwork- B10 forms etc.).
Finally, the issue of the auditors’ remuneration was addressed. DC indicated that a fee of €2,500 would apply
for FGS to carry out this task and this was unanimously accepted; and it was also agreed that the selection of audit organisation
be reviewed and decided upon at the next IPA Board meeting.
There being no other business, the AGM concluded at 12.30pm.
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NEWS: Ireland

Jervis St MSCP under New Management
The 267-space Jervis St multi-storey car park, which is strategically located close to Henry St Dublin's busiest
shopping thoroughfare, was recently acquired by Bouwfonds European Real Estate Parking Fund ll and they have awarded APCOA
PARKING Ireland a 15-year lease to manage and revolutionise the customer parking experience at Jervis Street. Bart Pierik,
Managing Director Parking of Bouwfonds IM, said. “We are pleased to have acquired our first parking garage in Ireland. Jervis
Street Car Park offers secure and convenient parking in the heart of a prominent retail mixed-use environment in Dublin City Centre.
It also presents a low risk, which is important,” he added. Neil Cunningham, Managing Director for APCOA PARKING Ireland, said:
“Jervis Street Car Park presents a great opportunity to demonstrate our European expertise within the Irish parking sector market,
by adding value and introducing new products to improve the overall customer experience.
APCOA PARKING has also secured a new custom events vehicle to help it transform any grass field into a
temporary car park within a matter of minutes. The company already provide car park management for Horse Racing Ireland (HRI)
at Leopardstown, Navan, and Fairyhouse racecourses, and is now equipped to provide emergency cover for other events too. The
Ireland team will now able to react to a number of distress calls courtesy of its growing event management expertise, and new long
wheel-base van.
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Costs and Inflation in Ireland
In a piece on the Irish Economy, a contributor suggested the
following:
“May I propose one small measure that would assist consumers in
Ireland: Mandate that all parking charges be measured in
increments of 15 minutes. Remember the hoo-ha about mobile
charges, when they charged for a minimum of one minute, the
mobile companies were soon brought to heel. Yet car park operators
can get away with parking charges of €120 per hour pro rata, [based
on a one minute over-time at a rate of €2 per hour]. Those car park
owners and operators must be very connected people.

keith@agkdisplays.com
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http://www.irisheconomy.ie/

We make every effort to be as
accurate as possible. In the
event of a mistake being made it
is our policy to acknowledge it in
the following edition.

To advertise in the next edition of
“this publicationplease contact
the Editor via email:
liamkeilthy@gmail.com.

“ParkingIreland” is a
publication of the Irish Parking
Association, a limited company
registered in Ireland.

Company No. 222580.
Registered Address: Unit 3,
Barrowside Business Park,
Sleaty Road, Carlow.

Editor: Liam Keilthy
Editorial Committee:
Keith Gavin, Liam Keilthy,
Layout: Ann Keilthy
W www.parkingireland.ie
E info@parkingireland.ie

Printed by Precision Print,
Cornelscourt, Dublin 18

TRADE DIRECTORY

 Irish Parking Association 2014

